“Lit Chicks” unite to sell books

by Cassandra Drudi

November 13, 2006: Seven authors calling themselves the Lit Chicks are combining their marketing efforts and will be visiting bookstores in Toronto and elsewhere in Ontario for group book signing events. 

“I pulled together a group of women writers, and we were kind of all commiserating about the book signings that we’ve been doing,” says Kathy Buckworth, author of Supermom: A Celebration of All You Do and organizational mind behind the Lit Chicks operation. Although the writers appreciated getting out to bookstores and meeting with readers, “often [signings] are quite a lonely sort of affair.... We end up standing behind a table with a bit of a look of desperation in our eyes.”

To combat this, members of this group of seven will be appearing together for signings at bookstores, beginning with a visit to the Ajax Chapters at the end of the month. The group’s other members are Helaine Becker (author of Boredom Blasters!), Tammy Benlolo (From My Side of the Table), Ann Douglas (The Mother of All Pregnancy Books), Leslie Garrett (author of a dozen children’s books, including Earth Smart: How to Take Care of the Environment), Li Robbins (Going Bridal: How to Get Married Without Losing Your Mind), and Josey Vogels (Bedside Manners: Sex Etiquette Made Easy). The writers are with various publishers, such as HarperCollins Canada, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Maple Tree Press, Sourcebooks, Wiley, and Dorling Kindersley. “We’re all with totally different publishers, so it’s nothing that’s been organized on that side: it’s all simply from the writers’ side.” By covering such a wide spectrum of topics, all of which target “the moms,” as Buckworth calls their readership, the Lit Chicks hope to draw an audience eager to multitask. 

Five or six of the authors will appear at each signing, with the exception of the Dec. 2 appearance in Tecumseh, which will only feature three of them. As Buckworth describes it, the idea is for customers to “come in and talk to a bunch of women authors all at once about all different kinds of issues, and pick up some kids books as well, because moms are always multitasking.”

The group has four confirmed dates in late November and early December, with the particulars for a fifth at the Chapters at Toronto’s Yorkdale mall still being worked out. Other bookstores have responded positively, and Buckworth foresees more dates at Toronto stores early in 2007. Beyond that, future plans for the group are in large part undefined, although Buckworth mentions that there is an idea to hold a bigger event for Mother’s Day and potentially for other key dates from the seasonal calendar. “We’ll take it as it goes, and hopefully have some fun with it and sell some books.”

